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Abstract  

 
The Arab Gulf states have systematically worked to tighten their cooperation in various fields. 

However, progress toward increased defence collaboration continues to be slow due to a number 

of factors including fears of angering neighbouring countries, particularly Iran; protecting state 

sovereignty; and reliance on other forms of defence, such as national militaries and foreign allies. 

This article traces the ups and downs of defence cooperation between the Arab Gulf nations, 

focusing on the establishment of the GCC and the joint Peninsula Shield Force, crucial milestones 

in Arab Gulf security coordination. A timeline of increased and decreased cooperation is 

presented, including during the two Gulf wars, along with the manner in which the joint force has 

been employed, its associated concerns, and the potential future for defence collaboration. 
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